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regret his alliance with France. His adherence to the Continental System provided by the treaty of alliance led to the blockade of the Prussian ports by the English fleet, the seizure of hundreds of Prussian ships then in British harbors, and the declaration of war against Prussia by England and Sweden. In the meantime Napoleon proceeded to redraw the map of Germany and Italy and to carve out principalities for his relatives and marshals; without any regard for the historic rights and interests of his Prussian ally. In July, 1806, there was formed, under his protection, a Confederation of the Rhine from which Austria and Prussia were excluded. In August the Holy German Empire was declared dissolved, and its emperor, Francis II, renounced his title and became Francis I, emperor of Austria. The Anglo-Swedish blockade proved effective, and by driving Prussian commerce off the high seas struck a heavy blow at the very foundation of Prussia's economic life. Queen Louise became the leader of influential circles, condemning the French alliance both on political and on economic grounds. Suspicion and indignation were further aroused by the peace negotiations carried on in great secrecy between Napoleon, Lord Yarmouth, and Oubril. At the end of July Napoleon had offered the restitution of Hanover to King George III, subject to the compensation of Prussia elsewhere, and there were persistent rumors of French plans to transfer Prussia's Polish provinces to Russia, and Pomerania to Sweden. In dismay Frederick William turned to Alexander, who, like the Prussian king, was playing a double game. In July, 1806, Russia and Prussia concluded a secret treaty amounting to a military alliance, and on September 267 N.S., Frederick William, convinced that war with France could no longer be avoided, sent Napoleon an ultimatum demanding, among other things, the immediate withdrawal of French troops to a position behind the Rhine. His note reached Napoleon at Bamberg on October 7, N.S., and the next day the French troops that had been concentrated on the river Main were on the march. On October 14, N.S., Napoleon and Davout inflicted on the Prussians a double defeat at Jena and Auerstadt. Eleven days later (October 25, N.S.) the victorious French army entered Berlin. It was from the Prussian capital that Napoleon issued his celebrated decree proclaiming the blockade of the British Isles (November 21, 1806).
Alexander unhesitatingly acknowledged his obligation to the Prussian alliance, but Russia's aggressive designs against Turkey and the machinations of General Sebastiani, the French envoy at Constan-